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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, IN 

SUBJECT: REPORTED ATTEMPT ON MRS. GANDHI'S LIFE 

1 . THE PRESS JANUARY 14 REPORTED THAT MURARI LAL BATRA, 

A DELHI RESIDENT WITH A SMALL BUSINESS, WAS ARRESTED WITH A 
LOADED PISTOL IN THE VICINITY OF A MEETING MRS. GANDHI WAS 
ADDRESSING IN OLD DELHI ON JANUARY 13. HE IS SAID TO HAVE 
BEEN CHARGED WITH ATTEMPTED MURDER AND VIOLATION OF THE ARMS 
ACT. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, THERE ARE CONFLICTING VERSIONS 
OF WHAT ACTUALLY TOOK PLACE. ONE ACCOUNT HAS IT THAT BATRA 
WAS SEIZED AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE MEETING HALL, WHILE 
ACCORDING TO ANOTHER, HE WAS NABBED WHILE TAKING AIM AT MRS. 
GANDHI, WHO WAS SEATED IN HER CAR. BATRA CLAIMED THAT HE WAS IN 
THE CROWD AWAITING MRS. GANDHI S ARRIVAL, WHEN SOMEONE TRIED 
TO SEIZE THE BAG IN WHICH HE WAS CARRYING THIS "LICENSED" 

PISTOL. WHEN HE GRAPPLED WITH THE PERSON TO RETRIEVE THE BAG, 
BATRA ALLEGES THAT HE WAS SEIZED BY BYSTANDERS. 

2. COMMENT: MRS. GANDHI’S SUPPORTERS CAN BE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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EXPECTED TO MAKE POLITICAL CAPITAL OUT OF THE INCIDENT, 

WHILE AT LEAST ONE OF HER OPPONENTS HEALTH MINISTER RAY 
NARAIN HAS ALREADY ASSERTED THAT THE WHOLE AFFAIR WAS A 
STUNT. WE SHALL REPORT ANY CLARIFICATION OF THE INCIDENT, 

AS IT BECOMES AVAILABLE. 

GOHEEN 
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